CONFESSING CHRIST: THE AUTHORITY AND INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE
“If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition of the truth except that little point which the World and the Devil are at that moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ, however boldly I may be professing Christ. Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is to be proved; and to be steady on all the battlefield besides, is mere flight and disgrace if he flinches at that point.” – MARTIN LUTHER
Introduction

“The church wrote the Bible and the church can re-write the Bible” - Bishop John Shelby Spong
“In the Bible we meet with human words written in human speech, and in these words, and therefore by means of them we hear the Lordship of the Triune God.” - Karl Barth
“The Scriptures are the public oracles of the Holy Spirit: here the living Words of God are heard.” - John Calvin

·  Debate is about the authority of Scripture within the church
What does the Bible say about itself?
Exodus 32:15 Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. 16 The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. (cf. Exod 24:4; 34:27)
2 Kings 22:11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his robes. 12 He gave these orders to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan, Acbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the king's attendant: 13 "Go and enquire of the LORD for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD's anger that burns against us because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us."

Jeremiah 36:1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Take a scroll and write on it all the words I have spoken to you concerning Israel, Judah and all the other nations from the time I began speaking to you in the reign of Josiah till now.”
Nehemiah 8:8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people could understand what was being read.
John 14:26 But the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.

John 16:13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.

John 17:14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.
Galatians 1:11 I want you to know, brothers, that the gospel I preached is not something that man made up. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.

2 Timothy 3:14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed (cf. Ps 33:6) and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
Psalm 33:6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, their starry host by the breath of his mouth.

2 Peter 1:19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

The Identity Thesis: Bible = the Word of God. What the Bible Says =What God Says.
To reject the authority of even a part of the Bible is reject God & Jesus. So to reject the parts of the OT or parts of Paul is to reject Jesus. Spiritual things are spiritually discerned. 

“Taste & See.”
The Anglican Position on the Authority of Scripture
Canon A 5 “The doctrine of the Church of England is grounded in the Holy Scriptures, and in such teachings of the ancient Fathers and Councils of the Church as are agreeable to the said Scriptures. In particular such doctrine is to be found in the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer, and the Ordinal.”

The Interpretation of Scripture
What does the Bible say about the interpretation of Scripture?
Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say,`You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say,`You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

Deuteronomy 13:1 If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a miraculous sign or wonder, 2 and if the sign or wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, "Let us follow other gods" (gods you have not known) "and let us worship them," 3 you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 It is the LORD your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him.
Mark 12:24 Jesus replied, "Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God? 25 When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. 26 Now about the dead rising--have you not read in the book of Moses, in the account of the bush, how God said to him,`I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. You are badly mistaken!"
John 10:34 Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law,`I have said you are gods'? 35 If he called them `gods', to whom the word of God came-- and the Scripture cannot be broken-- 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said,`I am God's Son'?

John 8:42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

Galatians 1:6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel-- 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.

2 Peter 3:15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote to you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction.

The Anglican Position on the Interpretation of Scripture
Article 20: 
The church has authority to decree forms of worship and ceremonies and to decide in controversies concerning the faith. However, it is not lawful for the church to order anything contrary to God's written Word. Nor may it expound one passage of Scripture so that it contradicts another passage. So, although the church is a witness and guardian to holy Scripture, it must not decree anything contrary to Scripture, nor is it to enforce belief in anything additional to Scripture as essential to salvation.
Conclusion

“We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God written and to contain all things necessary for salvation. The Bible is to be translated, read, preached, taught and obeyed in its plain and canonical sense, respectful of the church’s historic and consensual reading.”- GAFCON, Jerusalem Declaration

BIBLE STUDY QUESTIONS FOR THE HOME GROUPS
1. How important and authoritative is the Bible in your own life? How do you interpret the Bible?
2. Read 2 Timothy 3:10-4:5. What does Paul say is the purpose of Scripture in 3:15? 
3. From whom does the Bible gain its authority in 3:16?
4. Which parts of all Scripture do you see being downplayed in the church in 3:16?
5. Which parts of Scripture are we most tempted to downplay?
6. What does Paul say about the scope of the Bible’s authority in the life of a Christian and in the ministry of the church in 3:16-17? How adequate is the Bible according to Paul in 3:16-17?
7. Where do you think the Church of England is heading? Do you want to encourage that or want it to change direction? 
8. How do we respond to teaching that we find difficult or challenging? What is the godly response when we find the Bible’s teaching difficult or challenging?
9. According Paul in 4:1, to whom is the pastor responsible to in 4: 1? What is the main job of a pastor in 4:2? What is the main challenge a pastor has in 4:3-4?
10. What can the pastor expect in 4:5?
11. Do we expect the Bible to teach, rebuke, correct, and train us in all areas of our lives?

Further Reading:

The Bible (Ps 19; 119)
J. I. Packer God Has Spoken
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