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Introduction

“The church wrote the Bible and the church can re-write the Bible” - Bishop John Shelby Spong
“In the Bible we meet with human words written in human speech, and in these words, and therefore by means of them we hear the Lordship of the Triune God.” - Karl Barth
“The Scriptures are the public oracles of the Holy Spirit: here the living Words of God are heard.” - John Calvin

·  Debate is about the authority of Scripture within the church
Three Views about the Nature and Authority of Scripture

1. The Liberal View. The Bible is a collection of human documents written by early Jews and early Christians at different times to describe their experiences of God.

Authority of the Bible: An ancient historical record (like any other ancient spiritual writing)
Strength:  Openness to new ideas and scholarship

Weakness: Unstable. No consensus on any aspect of the Bible.

2. The Moderate View. The Bible is a record made by people who heard God speaking to them and who recorded what they understood.
Authority of the Bible: It is authoritative as a human witness to God’s Word
Strength: Comfortable in the world of scholarship and the church
Weakness: Which parts of the Bible are of God and which are merely human? Ultimately makes sees authority in our decisions as to what is right and wrong in the Bible

3. The Conservative View. The Bible is a Word from God through human agents.
Strength: The view taken by most Christians throughout 2000 years

Weakness: Can lead to an unthinking traditionalism.

What does the Bible say about itself?

Exodus 32:15 Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the Testimony in his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. 16 The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets. (cf. Exod 24:4; 34:27)
Jeremiah 36:1 In the fourth year of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Take a scroll and write on it all the words I have spoken to you concerning Israel, Judah and all the other nations from the time I began speaking to you in the reign of Josiah till now.”
2 Timothy 3:14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed (cf. Ps 33:6) and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2 Peter 1:19 And we have the word of the prophets made more certain, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

The Identity Thesis: Bible= the Word of God. What the Bible Says=What God Says
The Anglican Position on the Authority of Scripture
Canon A 5 “The doctrine of the Church of England is grounded in the Holy Scriptures, and in such teachings of the ancient Fathers and Councils of the Church as are agreeable to the said Scriptures. In particular such doctrine is to be found in the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion, the Book of Common Prayer, and the Ordinal.”

“Unto a Christian man, there can be nothing either more necessary or profitable, than knowledge of Holy Scripture; forasmuch as in it is contained God’s Holy Word, setting forth his glory and man’s duty. And there is no truth or doctrine, necessary for our justification and everlasting salvation, but that is, or maybe, drawn out of that fountain and well of truth.” – Homily on Holy Scripture
The Interpretation of Scripture
1. The Liberal View. The Bible gives us the way and method of looking at issues, but we are not bound by what Scripture says.
On Homosexual Practice:  since the prophets and Paul rejected the conservative views of their day so we must do the same and follow the Spirit into new truth.
Strength: Focus on our issues today

Weakness: Ignores the meaning of the text

2. The Moderate View. We need to discern whether any particular passage is merely human or whether the Scripture write may have misheard God. 
On Homosexuality: it is possible that the Scripture writers were bound by their culture and misheard God, while today faithful, loving same-sex relationships may reflect the will of God.
Strength: Tries to be sensitive to current issues without rejecting Scripture altogether.

Weakness: Are the views of the Scripture writers on this subject merely cultural? 
3. The Conservative View. The Meaning of Scripture is found by considering the text in its context and we should obey it. 
On Homosexual Practice: since God says it is wrong we cannot say that homosexual practice is acceptable for Christians today.

Strength: Straight- forward and clear.

Weakness: Some may lack sensitivity to current situations and issues
What does the Bible say about the interpretation of Scripture?
Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say,`You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say,`You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'" 4 "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

Deuteronomy 13:1 If a prophet, or one who foretells by dreams, appears among you and announces to you a miraculous sign or wonder, 2 and if the sign or wonder of which he has spoken takes place, and he says, "Let us follow other gods" (gods you have not known) "and let us worship them," 3 you must not listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer. The LORD your God is testing you to find out whether you love him with all your heart and with all your soul. 4 It is the LORD your God you must follow, and him you must revere. Keep his commands and obey him; serve him and hold fast to him.
Mark 12:24 Jesus replied, "Are you not in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God? 25 When the dead rise, they will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven. 26 Now about the dead rising--have you not read in the book of Moses, in the account of the bush, how God said to him,`I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living. You are badly mistaken!"
John 10:34 Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in your Law,`I have said you are gods'? 35 If he called them `gods', to whom the word of God came-- and the Scripture cannot be broken-- 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said,`I am God's Son'?

John 8:42 Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me. 43 Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

The Anglican Position on the Interpretation of Scripture
Article 20: 
The church has authority to decree forms of worship and ceremonies and to decide in controversies concerning the faith. However, it is not lawful for the church to order anything contrary to God's written Word. Nor may it expound one passage of Scripture so that it contradicts another passage. So, although the church is a witness and guardian to holy Scripture, it must not decree anything contrary to Scripture, nor is it to enforce belief in anything additional to Scripture as essential to salvation.
Conclusion

The Bible is God’s absolutely authoritative written Holy, infallible and inerrant Word, Old and New Testaments, which is written by God’s chosen prophets and apostles.  The Bible is ultimately authored by the Holy Spirit. The Bible focuses on salvation in Christ and is fully sufficient and adequate for all matters of doctrine and the Christian life.

The Bible should be interpreted according to its historical and literary context and the meaning and intention of the human author, but most importantly in the light of the whole Bible (the Bible interprets the Bible). This means that the Bible does not contradict itself. The church may be misled by wrong interpretation. Wrong interpretation can be a very serious matter of salvation itself. The interpretation of Scripture is a spiritual issue. 
Ultimately, how you interpret the Bible will be determined by your view of the authority of Scripture. The two are linked. Therefore, the real issue is about the authority of Scripture.

“We believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God written and to contain all things necessary for salvation. The Bible is to be translated, read, preached, taught and obeyed in its plain and canonical sense, respectful of the church’s historic and consensual reading.”- GAFCON, Jerusalem Declaration

Further Reading:

The Bible (Ps 19; 119)
J. I. Packer God Has Spoken
Peter Jensen The Doctrine of Revelation
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